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(U) David B. Kellis, IP Attaché for Mercosur, French Guiana, Guyana, and Suriname, joined 
the Foreign Commercial Service in March 2021.   
 
(U) Prior to his limited appointment as IP Attaché, Kellis was a shareholder at Sheridan Ross 
PC in Denver, Colorado.  His practice involved working with clients to build and manage 
global patent portfolios, counseling clients regarding IP issues, drafting and negotiating IP-
related agreements, and representing clients in all phases of litigation.  Before joining 
Sheridan Ross, Kellis was an associate at Cooley LLP and a law clerk to U.S. District Court 
Judge Henry Coke Morgan, Jr. of the Eastern District of Virginia.   
 
(U) Kellis completed his bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering at Brigham Young 
University.  He holds an MBA from University of Colorado and a JD from Harvard Law 
School, where he was a member of the Harvard Law Review.   
 
(U) Kellis is delighted to return to Brazil, having served as a missionary for The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in São Paulo from 2001 to 2003.  Born in St. Louis, he has 
also lived in Arizona, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Utah, Massachusetts, Virginia, and Colorado.  
Kellis is an instrument-rated private pilot and enjoys all things aviation.  He is married to 
Julie V. Kellis, MBA, a mother and calligrapher, and they are the parents of four children, 
ages 8-15.  He speaks Portuguese.   
 

 

 

 

 


