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About the RIAA

The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) is the trade group representing the 
United States Recording Industry

• Members are the record companies that manufacture and/or distribute approximately 85% of all legitimate 

sound recordings produced and sold in the United States

• Core objectives:

� Monitor and review state and federal laws, regulations and policies
� Conduct consumer industry and technical research 
� Protect intellectual property rights of the labels worldwide 

• The RIAA also certifies Gold®, Platinum®, Multi-Platinum™, Diamond® and Premios De Oro y Platino™ sales 

awards



Content Protection & Enforcement - Objective 
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Infringing Websites - Categories

▪ P2P 

▪ Direct Infringement Sites

▪ Referral Sites

▪ Cyberlockers

▪ Stream Rippers

▪ Pre-Release Networks *
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Online Piracy – Enforcement Options

▪ DEVALUE by removing 

▪ Desirability – Notice & Takedown / Demotion in Search

▪ DISRUPT by attacking

▪ Anonymity – 512(h) Subpoena / C&D Letters / Knock and Talk

▪ Profitability – Advertising / Payment Processing

▪ Functionality – Hosting ISP / Domain Name 

▪ Accessibility – Apps / Site Blocking 

▪ DESTROY by taking 

▪ Assets – Civil Litigation

▪ Freedom – Criminal Litigation*
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Online Piracy – Criminal Cases - Past

▪ Megaupload.com

▪ Shut down by federal law enforcement in 2012

▪ Rockdizfile.com / Rockdizmusic.com   (2nd largest U.S. based cyblerlocker dedicated to music 
piracy)

▪ Shut down by federal law enforcement in 2014

▪ KickassTorrents / Torrentz.eu

▪ Shut down by federal law enforcement in 2016

▪ Sharebeast.com   (Largest U.S. based cyblerlocker dedicated to music piracy)

▪ Shut down by federal law enforcement in 2015

▪ Defendant sentenced in 2018
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Digital Piracy - Challenges

▪ Decentralized networks

▪ Misuse of new platforms - Discord

▪ Cryptocurrency

▪ Computer Intrusion

▪ International in scope
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THANK YOU


